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preacher and lecturer at Cambridge from about 1644 onwards.
Burnet writes of him that, "he was much for liberty of conscience
... he studied to raise those who conversed with him to a nobler
set of thoughts and to consider religion as a seed of a deiform
nature". The first collection of his sermons to be pub. was
Qeofiopot/jieva A6yp,ara or Some Select Notions of. . . Benj. Whichcote
.. . 1685. The third Earl of Shaftesbury, the philosopher, pub.
an ed. of his Select Sermons with an introd. in 1608. This
ed. was rptd. by W. Wishart in 1742. John JefFery pub. Several
Discourses in 1701 (2nd ed. 1702) and the same editor printed in
1717 a sermon of Whichcote called The true Notion of Place in the
Kingdom of Church or Christ, and in 1703 his Moral and Religious
Aphorisms. The most complete collection of Whichcote's sermons
(without the Aphorisms] was pub. in 1751 at Aberdeen in 4 vols.,
entitled The Works of the Learned Benjamin Whichcote. In 1753
Samuel Salter pub. a greatly enl. ed. of the Moral and Religious
Aphorisms with eight very interesting and significant letters which
passed between Whichcote and Dr. Tuckney, well-known Puritan
divine. An excellent modern ed. of the Moral and Religious Aphor-
isms by W. R. Inge appeared in 1930. The only modern rpt. from
the sermons is the selection given by Gampagnac in The Cambridge
Platonists (1901). A modern critical ed. of Whichcote's works is
needed.

There is a brief, but very interesting character study of Which-
'cote by Burnet in History of His Own Times, I, 187, and another
by TTillotson in his Funeral Sermon on him. There are modern
studies by B. F. Westcott in his Religious Thought in the West, by
Campagnac and by Powicke (op. cit.). There is a biography in
the D.N.B. by J. Bass Mullinger.

JOHN SMITH (1618-52)

John Smith was, perhaps, the most brilliant and profound
thinker among the Cambridge Platonists and a writer of great
distinction. He pub. nothing during his short life, but in 1660,
eight years after his death his friend John Worthington pub. his
Select Discourses, a series of ten philosophical sermons or lectures
containing the finest flower of the thought of the Cambridge
School, and described by Dr. W. R. Inge as "the best University
sermons that I know". The vol. also includes a sermon by Simon
Patrick preached at Smith's funeral, and a brief account of his life
and death. A second ed. of the Select Discourses appeared in 1673,
and another ed. by H. G. Williams in 1859. An abridgement with
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